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“Praised be the Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who makes
light and creates darkness, who ordains peace and fashions all things.
With compassion, He gives the light to the earth and all who dwell
there,..”

—quoted from the Gates of Prayer.
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by Ellen Mandelbaum

The beauty of the world,
the beauty of light and the
beauty of the glass jomn to
make a sacred space for
worship in the Adath
Jeshurun Synagogue in
Minmetonks, Minn-esola.
It was important for
Dueens, Mew York-hased
artist Ellen Mandelbaum
Ly include a view of the
lake as part of the glass
design; thus opague, translucent and clear glass were
all wsed 1o hide the view or let the world shine through.

“The view changes with the changing light,”
Mandelbaum said. “sometimes projecting colorful
images into the room. Moming colors illuminate the
largest windows, where the Ark is to be placed. Al sun-
down, smaller windows project light.”

The chapel's ten windows, which increase in size
fromm s1x 10 twelve
fect, represent the
Minvan (the ten
worshippers necded
o begin praver) get
ling
larger as the faithful
arrive and prayers
can begin,
ale the exact dimen

larger  and

A recian-

sion of the first
window is repeated,
painted in each of
the other windows,
Mever changing, it
shows the increase
in size, The continu
ous rcamy design
which flows from
left to
inspired by the river
of light Abraham is

night was

o the Ten Chapel Windows. Pharos by Sy Fovra
Window fobricanion b Keith Srdios, Minmeapoiis
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saidd o have seei.

“The beauty of the world — mountains, waterfalls,
majestic works of Creation mentioned in the prayers
and in the Bible — are the inspiration for the window

wall,” Mandelbaum said. The eighteen-fool-sguare
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window wall serves as a doorway to the chapel.
Through it, one can see the chapel windows. It acts as a
second laver in space o relate the chapel windows to
the view outside. " The doors at the
smaller divisions and are intuitive interpretations of
particular acts of creation,” Mandelbaum sad.
are stories told in my own personal handwriting,
painted on opal and opak glass whose colors show up
clearly in this hallway lacking transmitted light.”

penter fealure

“These

“the
most important thing for me was to help create a holy
space that works, and T was most gratified on my last
visit o the synagogzue 1o look into the chapel from the
window wall, T saw it full of children celebrating a chil
dren’s Sabbath service. There was robust singing.
{The) chapel seemed full to overfull with joy.”

“To keep it in perspective,” Mandelbaum said.



