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A brush with freedom

An armist preans Wiin convaniion.

Gene Mallard
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Blackenlng Dy, 247 r 277, 1588, Leaded and panfed glass
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SUCH A SHORT TIME &30
Il any .| SusEion ol "'I'. O Ess N
puitabiby hur o lamerss aoedut i baing

y |eet ark. Witk the rewiaal ol slained g

M saurirg in the "Bs, the pu

amanis woward he at ¢

25 This wanerghla ar lofn

5 wiEre lang idarad ‘sece

7, Abaut o undenge a renassa ce And ravr

3l s e

5 tha rasurgenca &f traditianal painling on

JIASE 'WaE QLG 31 & Uga al hied

an paints b incorgerale fina line ang shading

| FEdrEsEnatio slamed glass arwors
ae Degan ) g naw at
thedies ward the usa ol gainls & 9 plas
'-'-'1 n artisis—many aducated in cthar
v "|:|-|I..'.|_-.\_.:||_3-
fivm. One began

i worong wiib

seamed o wink

astars And g “That's

r oo r Ty oeen wWay.” Line

arlist al ihe vanguard ol this movement was

=lam B '|:'.-_-|5_-_-||_-|| Wil Pas Besame a nsing
and an Intermnatianally acclaimed glass

ahe e

surpnsingly, studiedg
i sity at Irdigna ,-r-.n:.
2 an MIFA in 1983, She ki

wal yaars 38 8 painter, edusasr and
irer befpra developing an intarest in
glass in tha mid ‘70e. In 1975, he
efudhas in Slained glass began in earmesi al
the mow defums) 3 wl Glass .
Moih Adams. Ma LISE By the mid
Bds, Mandeibaum nad studiad eth ar gar-
bud in workshops with such wal -'n_'.-.':
ars as Ludwig Schafirath, Joh
reitar, Jochem Pasnsgaen, Abiras : 5
KLIG, I"-:'l Aing and Ed Carpenier. Aler having
tha baso skl oF kaded glass, :-u'd
Tar '._|u:| - a i using thasa feo
niquag, it didn'l taka long lor tha pairder in
MMancalpaum [0 agse hargall

Winila Mandedbiaum rezpasiad the giranaglh
of the rigid laad line, 5o necessary for e
aralion af ; ;
warilsd (ke v ol mara fluid m
and sofirass, 1hus her altraclion 1o glass
painting. In iha lale 708, finding 8 glass
painking 1eachar raguired much mame 8l
than i does foday, Mandalbaem's earli|st
i. '-illl-i""'i e wment :-:'.||
WS 1odd thiad = e
ga theran! ) ala e |:-.:!';;J-
al discipings proved frusiratng to the
ntar in her, Her Greakihrough cama whan
shudied with Abinus Elskus, who an
couragad hier la paint in a mara
wgy. Bacoming a parlicipan! in I.
Painting Saciely limliahsd &
aaum as an infommad glaas painting apo n:-n: a
o8 har I'I|- 1agded encourgge
. r ip make contact weh
aapia whio wWere willing 1o ulilize free
axpraseinn wilh glass pants

From ik Deginning, Mandelbau
mary inbarast has oean in ihs
af stained glass, To ih
widhad digenlly 1o astabish a rappor with
architects and dasigiens, building a salid
gpuiaman in A el that afen owerlaoked the
'smiall sludio” artsis, Mancalbaomn does all al
nmarsahng . which includes altanding
lirgs af weman in grchascivra, gudigh-
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ing fer wark in the Gund [Hraus-Sikes, New
‘fork Gily] and atiending signed glass con
laransed warldwide. Il hes baen an inwast
msani in tima that kas amounted ta years, bul
1 5eams o ba paying ofl in the kang run. And
publicalions have taken nate: besidas PSG,
fer work has appearsd in Staned Sass
Cuartary, Heme magazine and athers, in
cuding a favorable mantian ol ke wark in
e New Yova Toras,

When askad about har praterances lor ar
chitmziyral commissans, Mgndelbaum's fa-
spanse is surprsngly down:ig-earh. She
enjoys the Emitatians imposed by such com
mesEanE, She hngds [he parsonal imdalve-
mant aih har clients pleaswrabla, werking
wik er ingut on colars, the saecial reguirs-
mens of ihe light ard the space itsalf. Sha
£8y4 il gives her "so much marg o drace from”
Al I8 SO0 ething she can “sink har {gath
mo,”

Ay thaugh she hEs designad gome axgui-
site autorameds places—easoecially hase
ahe has enlered in axhikitars and compati-
mans—il is the limitations of archieciural
commisgions thal best pus har in tawesh with
what sha calle “the gounca® al her crealivity.

Mardelbaum' s &ork 15 alten camposed af
bald, afien starkly geometrc laaded glass
Elemants, I\.I||"i“' by an maprassive freg-
hranded use ol paints, stain or eEnamels in
aelect areas af he composilicn

Sha fraguenily makes usa ol dear and
I5gh fints af glass o anabia whal = beyond
bt staned qlass, the view itsall. o par-
llcipale &5 a design elament in i1s own rght
Indead, the gainted alements of her wark
may aan appaar 1o reflact whal is ooguring
n e view Devond, Mlarsclisd MAdids Owl-
side Vermaer Wingow s an excallent illusira-
siar of this techniqua. & quick glanss may at
fingl galy reveal & Iraditianal honzonsal-lia
mang, aded glags window. A closor loox
rewaals playtul interrupticns of the diarmend
paltern and an grrangameant & lnls and cal-
ors that create a play af lighl in deacl war-
lance  he sesmingly rigid structure af the
glamard grid. Mandebawn has used silver
Glan on gedact piecag, which rallecl the im
age of whal lies bayond. thareby craaiing a
perec! inlegration af sea-through ar 1o ite
baskgrounc.

Gignanc Windaw is anather good exampls
at tnig kind of mbegration of windoe b scene
I'ne lpwar araa ol 1he composiion utilizes a
white opal ardigus glass to Bock an un-
wanted par af tha waw, wharead the clear
upper elemams af the window allow the col-
orz ol ihe sky &nd trees 1o shing thraugh, The
anisl saw this as a gro@lem-salving exercise
with a3 wongow [hal was generic n nahure
harce tha title, Imtended or nol. hoesayar,
there is a visual pur gaing an as wall, which
the it seams o suppart. In this pece she
usas the same lype of barder freatmeni as
one might Sea in a genena, fwmsaftha-can:
lury, productan slained glass window. & bold
-'!!E:I'-'lr-?ﬂ Eircka through tha cenler, howsve:,
gives Bhe windoe the kirg of movamenl and
dymamic that maka it anything but gananic

Mandebaum's lechnigquas am inferasling
alse. One, in which she scratches through
e layers af paind ta reweal bright colors
Jndarneatn, & & lschriqua she companes o
chikdren EEng india ink [0 Saar crivon draw
ings. When they scratch away the nk, they
farm brighlly colored casigns

¥Weith atained glass, howevar, hae light ag-
pears 1o tursl through the paint in belliant
lasar-ke beams af color. Sachening Day

Generlc Window, 19 5 37 1584

sghows |ugl hew affaciive Rer lechnigues can
b whan used in conjunclion with cne angih-
Br.

Mal unlise jusl aboul avery glass paintar
who evar livad, Mandelbaum cansiders
neantng an glass a ool which enables bar o
franssend some of ne limakians impasaed by
the art glass madium, But she cauticns that
it should nol ba seen as just anothar sed of
limitaticns which have ha ba falipwad, but
Falbar &5 3 “llexdle leshnigue and a concept
for gxpandng an arislic vision in the me
daim.”

Ampng her racant accomplishmania, gey-
eral stand gul. She was a paricpant in the
exhibilicn entidled “Intematicnal Flak Glass
36 Women lram 12 Countries.” [see
“3612:89%, Movernber 1889]) which 1oureg
Eurape afver Mg inilial apening in Breman,
Weast armany. Tha entire solleclion, incud-
ng Mardalzaum's Sacreming Day, was gur
chased by a Japanasa bus ﬂesgman 1o an-
hibiticn in FES oen Museum,

In acdilion, her pieca Wavas r 3 was 58
achkad o be shawn 21 the Second Intema
tienal Jurad Exhdilion ol Stained Glass, a
tha Cantre International du Yitrail, in
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Chartres,, France Sha i cumrantly wirking
of & one-parson show which will be pre
genbed ai ihe Parl Washingtan Libeary in
Larg Ialand, New York

Sha has gamered many presligows com-
MISEQNE, Ncluding Jguane Areh lor Broac-
casi :||'."Fr'lr|I'IE nk, & Mew York City |g|:,|:|rdi|-.:|
gludio and a commemarative panel for Ger
aldne Fercarg, formar Mew York cangrass
wiaman amnd Woa-presidential candidase. Har
158 ol an awards = mat ahar aither

Ag wa gnbar e 808 an 1his the Aat |"L ol
tha Z0Hh canhury. it & arcalrag ng e saa I|l.1
aur &n harm has survived ancother canbury
without Bacoming I.'|.-:I With craalive artists
like EFan Mandalbaum at wark, &8 arg sure
B3 survlve the millanriuim. PG

Geng Maflan has been deslgming and
axpounng ine arl 5.:555':-.:”".“5 fowr
15 pagre. §pacigizing in g 17 on plass
Friow & that, he Ir.:llrm'.‘n:! { B 7
Siranand aith Hang Joacivn Albar! e
Nas had 8 number of gatkary and musem
shows of g wovk. The pulk af his current
WIVK (5 COMTERRINE roaliced in s unsiane
NEw Yark shaaia.
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